
Environmental Permitting:
Participating in the 

Process
Brian Christian, Director

Environmental Assistance Division



Outline

• Introduction to TCEQ Permit Applications

•Public Notices

•Participation Options in Public Notices

•Additional Participation Options

•Available Resources



Introduction to TCEQ Permit Applications

•TCEQ issues a wide variety of environmental 
permits:
Air emissions

Wastewater discharges 

Waste management and disposal 

Use of the state’s surface water (Water Rights)



•Under state law, we don’t have the authority 
to consider these matters when we review a 
permit application:
Noise

 Site selection

 Effects on property values

 Increased traffic

Introduction to TCEQ Permit Applications



Introduction to TCEQ Permit Applications

•People submit applications to get a new 
permit or for other reasons, like to amend or 
renew an existing permit.



Public Notices

•Many types of applications require the 
newspaper publication of a “public notice.”

•The public notice contains:
General information about the applicant and 
application;

 Public participation options for that particular 
application;

Contact information for the applicant and TCEQ;
And other helpful information.



Public Notices

•First Public Notice
After the TCEQ considers an application 
administratively complete, the applicant 
publishes this first notice.

The title contains this language: Notice of 
Receipt of Application and Intent to Obtain 
Permit

Applications with Two Public Notices



Public Notices
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Public Notices

•Second Public Notice
After the TCEQ considers an application 
technically complete (it meets all applicable 
state and federal requirements), the applicant 
publishes this notice.

The title contains this language: Notice of 
Application and Preliminary Decision

Applications with Two Public Notices



Public Notices
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Public Notices

Applications with One Public Notice



Participation Options in Public Notices

• In public notices:
 Submit a comment

 Sign up for a mailing list

• In many public notices:
Request a public meeting

Request a contested case hearing



•Use this option to state any issues regarding 
the pending application.

•Make sure we receive your comment during 
the “comment period” that’s mentioned in 
the public notice. 

•Read the public notice for information on 
how the TCEQ will respond to comments.

Submit a Comment
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Submit a Comment
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•Allows you to receive future notices.

• If you submit a comment, request a public 
meeting, or request a contested case hearing, 
you will be placed on the application’s 
mailing list.
On this list, you will receive any future notices 
for that specific application.

Sign up for a Mailing List

Participation Options in Public Notices



•There are also two other mailing lists you 
can request to be on:
Permit’s permanent mailing list – to receive 
future notices for all applications for that 
permit.

County-wide list – to receive future notices for 
all air, waste, and water applications for that 
county. 

Sign up for a Mailing List
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•There is no deadline, so you can request to 
be on a mailing list at any time.

Sign up for a Mailing List
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•This is a request for TCEQ staff and the 
applicant to meet with the public to answer 
questions, followed by a formal session 
where TCEQ accepts oral comments.

Request a Public Meeting
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•We will have a public meeting if:
There is significant interest in an application 
(for example, a significant amount of comments 
that say “I request a public meeting”); or 

 If a legislator who represents the area where the 
facility is, or will be, located makes a request for 
a public meeting.

Request a Public Meeting
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• If we hold a public meeting on a date that’s 
after the end of the comment period, then 
the comment period automatically extends 
to the end of the meeting.

Request a Public Meeting
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•There are different types of meetings; check 
the notice for more information.

Request a Public Meeting
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•With this, you request the commission to 
refer one or more matters you raised during 
the comment period to the State Office of 
Administrative Hearings (SOAH).

Request a Contested Case Hearing
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•The public notice will list the information 
that you must submit with your request.

Request a Contested Case Hearing
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•Timely requests 
are scheduled for 
a Commissioners’ 
Agenda where 
they either grant 
or deny the 
requests.

Request a Contested Case Hearing
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• If a request is granted, it goes to SOAH.
 Information about SOAH’s contested case 
hearing process is online at www.soah.texas.gov.

After the hearing, SOAH will report their 
decision to the TCEQ commissioners and they 
will consider their decision on the matter.

Request a Contested Case Hearing

Participation Options in Public Notices

http://www.soah.texas.gov/
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Additional Participation Options 

•This is a request for the TCEQ 
commissioners to reconsider the executive 
director’s decision on the application.

•Option available if the letter enclosed with 
the “Response to Comments” contains this 
option.

Request for Reconsideration





Additional Participation Options 

• If application approved by the executive 
director, you can request the commission to 
overturn this approval.

• Information about it is in the letter with the 
new/amended/renewed permit.

Motion to Overturn





Additional Participation Options 

• If application approved by the commission, 
you can request the commission to review its 
approval.

• Information about it is in the letter with the 
new/amended/renewed permit.

Motion for Rehearing





Additional Participation Options 

•After all participation options through TCEQ 
have been exhausted, you have the option to 
submit a petition for judicial review with 
the Travis County district court.

Petition for Judicial Review





Available Resources

•Can answer questions about public notices, 
participation options, and an application’s 
status.
 Phone: (800) 687-4040

 Email: pep@tceq.texas.gov

Online: www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep

Public Education Program

mailto:pep@tceq.texas.gov
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep




Available Resources

•Can answers questions about mailing lists 
and anything that the public submitted to 
TCEQ (comments, requests for public 
meetings and contested case hearings, etc.).
 Phone: (512) 239-3300

Online: www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid

Office of the Chief Clerk

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid





